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A. Bartlett Giamatti was 
elected to a five-year term as base-
ball's seventh Commissioner on Sep-
tember 8, 1988 by a unanimous vote 

of the 26 club owners. 

 

His paternal grandfather, Angelo 
Giammattei (so spelled) emigrated 
from Italy through Ellis Island in 

about 1900.  

 

Born in Boston, MA on April 4, 1938, Giamatti attended 
Yale University where he received a Bachelor of Arts de-
gree, magna cum laude, in English in 1960. Giamatti went 
on to receive a Ph.D. from Yale in Comparative Litera-

ture in 1964. 

 

After receiving his doctorate, Giamatti taught Italian and 
Comparative Literature at Princeton University. He re-
turned to Yale in 1966 when he joined the faculty as an 
assistant professor of English. He became a full professor 
in 1971 at the age of 33 and served as the director of the 

Division of Humanities from 1975 - 78. 

He became president of Yale in July, 1978, and served ten 
years. After leaving that position he joined Major League 
Baseball and was named the 12th president of the Na-

tional League on December 11, 1986. 

 

In two years as NL President, Giamatti earned a reputa-
tion for preserving baseball's traditions, values and integ-
rity. His presidency placed an emphasis on the need to 

improve the environment for the fan in the ballparks. 

 

Giamatti has written many books, essays, articles and re-
views on Renaissance Literature and baseball. His baseball 
writings include: "Tom Seaver's Farewell", Harper's Maga-
zine (September 1977), which won the E.P. Dutton Best 
Magazine Sports story of the Year in 1977; "The Green 
Fields of the Mind", Yale Alumni Magazine and Journal 
(November 1977); "Recall, as the Series Ends, the After-
noon of the Fall", Hartford Courant (October 18, 1978); 
"Men of Baseball, Lend and Ear", New York Times (June 
16, 1981); "A Magic Game and an End to Innocence", Bos-
ton Sunday Globe (April 7, 1985); "Baseball and the 
American Character", Harper's Magazine (October 1986); 
"A Ballpark is Freedom's Ring", Boston Globe Special Edi-
tion (October 6, 1986); Foreword to The Armchair Book 
of Baseball II (April 1987); "To Sports and Fans: Clean Up 

Your Act", The Boston Globe (July 20, 1987). 

 

On September 1, 1989, Giamatti died of a heart attack at 

his summer home in Martha's Vineyard, MA. 

     “It's designed to break your 

heart. The game begins in the 

spring, when everything is 

new again, and it blossoms in 

the summer, filling the 

afternoons and evenings, and 

then as soon as the chill rains 

comes, it stops, and leaves you 

to face the fall alone.” 

 

A B Giamatti 

     “There are a lot of people 

who know me who can't 

understand for the life of 

them why I would go to work 

on something as unserious 

as baseball. If they only 

knew.” 

A B Giamatti 

Source: mlb.com 


